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Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State rules governing sport and commercial groundfish fisheries are based 
on rules adopted federally.  The Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(PFMC) conducts a significant public process when determining harvest 
level and regulatory recommendations, which are considered and 
implemented (occasionally with adjustments) by the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS).  Federal regulations are set for two year 
intervals, with in-season adjustments available to be made at each PFMC 
meeting (March, April, June, September, and November).  During most 
years, NMFS publishes regulations for the biennium on January 1. 
 
The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) incorporates 
federal regulations annually as the basis for additional or more 
conservative regulations adopted through the state process (the state has 
the latitude to adopted concurrent or more conservative regulations; not 
more liberal).  Through separate public processes, Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (department) staff develops recommendations for sport 
groundfish and commercial nearshore fisheries on which the Commission 
takes action.  This is done through the same exhibit process as adopted for 
the federal regulations. 
 
Additionally, the Commission adopts regulations governing sardine 
harvest such as harvest guidelines and allocations by adopting regulations 
concurrent to those adopted federally.  These regulations are incorporated 
by reference to the appropriate Code of Federal Regulations. 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 

A significant public process was held during the development of federal 
regulations and allowable harvest levels for 2009-2010.  In addition to 
multiple PFMC meeting discussions, the department held five public 
meetings during April/May 2008: 
 

• Astoria: April 28, 2008 
• Newport: May 2, 2008 
• Brookings: May 5, 2008 
• Port Orford: May 6, 2008 
• Coos Bay: May 6, 2008 
 

The goal of these meetings was to discuss harvest levels and management 
measure alternatives with both sport and commercial constituents.  
Reports detailing the input received were submitted to PFMC for use in 
decision making during the June 2008 PFMC meeting.  Additional 
meetings garnering input on the 2009 federal regulations included one 
Sport Advisory Committee meeting on May 28, 2008. 
 
Staff also held a series of public meetings to discuss the 2009 commercial 
nearshore trip limits September 29-30 and October 2, 2008 in Port Orford, 
Brookings and Pacific City, respectively. 
 



ISSUE 1 
 

PROCESS FOR ADOPTING REGULATIONS GOVERNING 
GROUNDFISH AND SARDINE FISHERIES 

 
ANALYSIS 
 

 
Implementation of federal regulations governing 2009 sport and 
commercial groundfish fisheries will be delayed until March 2009.  This 
is primarily due to staff shortages within the regulatory program at 
NMFS’s Northwest Region.   
 
To accommodate this change in timeline, the federal regulations in place 
at the beginning of 2008 will be in place for the beginning of 2009, with 
slight modifications to reflect changes recommended by PFMC at their 
November 2008 meeting (page 5, Attachment 2).  This will be 
incorporated into state rule through a temporary rule to be filed in 
December 2008.  At the April 2009 Commission meeting, staff will 
present information for permanent rule making action. 
 
The Commission is generally responsible for management of sport 
groundfish and commercial nearshore fisheries within the constraints of 
the federal regulations.  Regulations are adopted annually and include 
items differing from federal regulations such as bag limits (sport fishery) 
and cumulative period trip limits (commercial nearshore fishery).  In 
order to implement these regulations with little to no disruption to the 
affected fisheries, staff will implement changes to sport fishery bag limits, 
sport/commercial state landing caps, and commercial nearshore fishery 
cumulative period trip limits through a temporary rule to be filed in 
December 2008.  These rules are intended to be in place until final 
decision making by the Commission at their April 2009 meeting. 
 
Staff will be updating concurrent rules governing the sardine fishery 
through a temporary rule that will be filed in December 2008.  
Information will be presented to the Commission at their April 2009 
meeting to facilitate final rule making which could include a review and 
potential changes to annual renewal requirements.  A summary of the 
PFMC recommended harvest guideline can be found beginning on page 3 
of Attachment 2. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

N/A. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
N/A. 
 

 
 

N/A. 

 
DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

N/A. 
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